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OHIO BECOMES THE NEW FLORIDA:
PRESIDENTIAL RACE IS A TOSS-UP IN BELLWETHER STATE, ANALYST SAYS
DAYTON, Ohio- When political pundits started touting Ohio as the key battleground
state in the presidential election a few months ago, University of Dayton political scientist
Nancy Martorano shrugged it off as hype.
Today, Ohio has become the new Florida. It's a must-win state for either candidate, but
particularly George W. Bush. No Republican has ever won the presidency without Ohio. Only
two Democrats- Franklin D. Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy- have won the presidential
election without Ohio. Ohio holds 20 electoral votes. In 2000, Bush won the state by less than
4 percentage points.
"It's going to be tight. If Kerry and Edwards can pull it off, they'll squeak it out,"
predicts Martorano, assistant professor of political science who's been busy fielding calls from
reporters about this year's hotly contested race. "It's going to come down to turnout.
Whichever side can tum out the votes will win."
In general, Ohio is Bush country, but the loss of more than 200,000 jobs in the state since
Bush took office may change the tide, according to Martorano. "Bush controls the state. The
only chance Kerry has is in the urban areas. Kerry will probably safely carry the
Cleveland/ Akron area. That's the strongest Democratic stronghold in the state. Cincinnati is
Republican. Columbus is a toss-up, and the Dayton area will be a fight, especially in some of
the wealthy suburbs. That could tip it Republican."
Two issues could sway the election: jobs and terrorism. "Ohio has not seen many of the
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new jobs the Bush team is touting. Only 1,200 out of roughly 200,000 new jobs landed in the
state of Ohio," she says. "In the larger sense, the economy is improving, but not in Ohio. Kerry
may be able to peel off some of the voters who voted for Bush on this issue."
In December 2000, Ohio's unemployment rate was 4 percent. Even with new job growth,

May's unemployment rate stood at 5.6 percent.
What effect will terrorism have on the election? "Congress is starting to assert itself
with the White House. The Supreme Court has asserted itself. I think the war in Iraq could
become an issue if the number of insurgent uprisings keeps increasing and American deaths keep
increasing," she says. "If there's a major terrorist attack between now and the election, I don't
know how that will play."
What is certain is "presidential election fatigue" as both tickets "criss-cross the country,
hitting the 17 to 20 battleground states multiple times," according to Martorano, who teaches
courses in public opinion, political behavior, interest groups and urban politics. "They'll be in
and out of Ohio several times. We're likely to see a whole ton of political ads."
According to the Center for Voting and Democracy, only 51 percent of Americans voted
in the controversial2000 presidential election. Will more people tum out at the polls in

November?
"That election might have hurt people's perceptions about how important it is to vote
since Al Gore won the popular vote but lost the electoral vote," observes Martorano. "It
became clear to people that a handful of states are powerful and can turn an election."
-30For media interviews, contact Nancy Martorano at (937) 229-3650 or
Nancy.Martorano@notes.udayton.edu.

